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About the Contributors
Gregory Ross is in the 3rd year of his DPhil and is based in the
Department of Biochemistry. He graduated from the University of
Warwick with an undergraduate Masters in physics and was
interested in applying what he learnt to addressing questions in
biology. As a result, he joined an industrial programme designed for
interdisciplinary research at the Doctoral Training Centre. He
research is focused on developing computational techniques to
investigate how drugs interact with proteins at the atomistic level.
After his DPhil, he aims to continue scientific research at the academic
and industrial interface.

Munish Sikka did his Undergraduate in Computer Engineering and
MBA in Forestry Management from India. He was awarded the
Chairman's gold-medal for academic excellence for the work he did in
the MBA program. He has workedin the area of Forest and
Environmental Policy in India before coming to Oxford to do his MSc
in Environmental Change and Management. The present paper is out
of his dissertation work done in Southeast Alaska supported by
generous grants from Climate and Development Knowledge
Network,UK and St. Anne's College. His broader research interests
include Climate: Science, Policy and Modelling, Natural Resource
Management through Community Participation, and Renewable
Energy. He is further interested in doing a PhD and consultancy work
in the Environment Sector. Munish has recently joined the Jet
Propulsion Lab, NASA as Environmental Scientist.
Robert Seddon completed his PGCE in Physics earlier this year. He
previously	
  completed	
   a	
   BA	
   in	
   Physics	
  at	
   St	
   Anne’s	
   before	
   returning	
   to	
  
train	
   as	
   a	
   secondary	
   school	
   Physics	
   teacher	
   at	
   the	
   University’s	
  
Department of Education and in Oxfordshire comprehensive schools.
He is	
   spending	
   this	
   year	
   in	
   Japan	
   on	
   the	
   St	
   Anne’s	
   Year	
   in	
   Japan	
  
Scholarship.
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Naomi Walker did her undergraduate degree in Spanish and
Master's in European Literature at Exeter College, Oxford. She is now
in the final stages of her DPhil in Golden Age Spanish Literature,
producing a critical edition of a seventeenth-century play by Lope de
Vega. Naomi is one of the three Assistant Deans at St Anne's College,
with responsibilities for welfare among both undergraduate and
graduate students.

Mark Uttley is midway through an MPhil in Economic and Social
History at Oxford and is a Domus Scholar	
  of	
  St	
  Anne’s	
  College.	
  He	
  also	
  
holds a BA (Hons) in History from the University of Manchester. He
has a diverse mix of research interests; his current work is on English
seventeenth and eighteenth century trade, but his undergraduate
dissertation was on the British General Election of 1945. He is also
interested the political, economic, and social history of twentieth
century Britain.

Niluka Satharasinghe did an Undergraduate Degree in Computer
Science at the University of Leicester and is currently doing an MSc in
Computer Science. His has a mix of interests, however his primary
area of research interest is focused around Machine Learning. He
served on the St Anne's MCR Committee from 2010 to 2011 as the IT
Representative. He is also interested in functional programming,
primarily around Clojure and Haskell.

3

STAAR 2011

The Editors

The Editors
Editor-in-Chief: Himanshu Kaul
Himanshu is currently a third year DPhil candidate in Engineering
Science. His research lies at the intersection of Regenerative Medicine,
Tissue Engineering and Computational Biology. He is working on
developing a software platform that could be used to simulate
biological phenomena and validating it using an in vitro model that
aims to capture the complexity of biological processes such as cellular
differentiation and cell expansion. In his spare time Himanshu is an
amateur Cricketer and Thespian.

Humanities Editor: Helena Taylor
Helena is currently in the second year of her DPhil in French at St
Anne's, writing a thesis with the provisional title: 'Lives of Ovid in
French writing 1666-1713'. She read Classics and French at
Worcester College (2003-2007), and completed an Mst in European
Literature (French) the following year. As part of her DPhil, she spent
2010-2011 in Paris working as a Lectrice at Université Paris-Sorbonne
(Paris-IV).
Science Editor: Olga Kciuk
Olga came to St. Anne's College after receiving her Hon. BSc from the
University of Toronto. She completed an MSc in Neuroscience and was
the Academic Affairs Officer for the MCR in 2010-2011. She is
currently working at the John Radcliffe Hospital, researching the
development of chronic post-operative pain.

General Editor: Rani Preatarshini Subassandran
Rani completed LL.B in King's College London and soon after pursued
the Bar Vocational Course. She was called to the English Bar the
Autumn that she joined Oxford, i.e. October 2010. She successfully
completed Masters in Law in Oxford, which is the Bachelor of Civil
Law (BCL) Course, in the Summer of 2011. Rani is currently working
in the Legal Department of the Malaysian Government's Foreign
Direct Investment Sector.
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